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CORRECTIVE ACTION PROCESS REGULATIONS
AN OVERVIEW

The Storage Tank and Spill Prevention Act (Act 32 of 1988, as amended) requires the Depariment of Emvironmental
Protecticn  (DEF) to adopl regulafions establishing refease confirmation, release reporting and comective  &otion
requirernents for owners and operatars of regulated aboveground and underground storage fanks and other responsible
parties

Cn Dec, 1, 2001, revisions 1o the Corrective Action Process (CAP) regulations, (25 Pa Code Chapter 245.301-245.314)
first promulgated in 1983, went inlo effect The CAP regulations include requirements for

confirming or disproving suspacted releases; repording releases; detarmining the exient of

soil, sediment. surface waler and groundwaler conlamination; laking necessary aclions 1o

abate risks to human health and the environment; taking steps to prevent furlher migration of

the released substance Info the envircnment, restoring or replacing affected or diminished

water supplies; and stoning contaminated soil at the sie of the release

This tacl sheet presents an overview of the CAP reguialions,

DEP's storage tank cleanup program is-administered by the Bureau of Lapd Recycling and

Waste Managemenl. Land Recycling and Cleanup Program, Storage Tanks and Hazardous Sites Comeclive Action
Saction, P.O. Box 8471, Hamishurg, FA 17105-8471, T17-783-7509 or through the PA ATAT Relay Service at B00-654-
5984 (Telecommunications Devices for the Deaf); and by the Environmental Cleanup Program, Storage Tank Sectian, in
each ol DEFs six regional offices, (See regional office addresses and phone numbers al the end of (he fact sheel.)

Who must comply with the regulations?

All owners and operators of aboveground . and under-
ground storsne tanks regulated under Aot 32 and other
responsible parties must comply with the CAP regula-
tions. Cther responsible panies nclude landowniers,
land occupiars and distributors who, on or after Aug. 5,
1990, filled an 1) underground storage tank which never
hekd a valid registrafion, ar 2} unregistered aboveground
storage tank, with a regulated subsiance, pror to the
discovery of 8 release

What are some of the major provisions of the
reguilations?

The flow chart at the end of this fact sheet shows the
maior steps and the decision-making - process that
owners, aperators of responsible pamies must follow If &
release from a regulated storage tank s confirmed or
suspected 1o have occurmed.

The regulations were designed 1o be as flexible as
possible to accommodate the wide range of specific
circumstances that characlerize releases, DEP may
extend the tmeframes specified in the regulations
where such extenstons are delermined to be necessary
DEP also may waive of combing cefain requirements

depanding on the npature, extent, type. volume or
complexity of the refease,

The following are the maor provisions of  the
regulations:

«  Owners or operalors who suspect for any reason that
8 release may have accurred musl initiate and
complete an Invesligation within  seven days lo
confirm whethar a release has ocourred

= I a reportable elease (s confirmed, owners or
operalors must notify the approprate DEP regional
office by telephone within 24 hours. Within 15 days
of the verbal report, owners or operatars must follow
up with an initisl written notification to DEP, the
municipality in which the release ccourred and any
ather municipality impacted by the releasz.  This
notice mu# include, to the extent information is
available, the regulaled substance nvalved, where
the release occurred; the environmental media
affected. any impacis to water supplies, buildings.
sewel ar other utility lines; and intedm remedial
actions planned. initiated or completed.

« After the initial wiitten notice. any new impacts 1o
environmental media, water supplies, buildings or






